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EDITORIAL

Statement on the Importance of Sexuality and Gender Research

We, the editors of leading sexual and gender-related science 
journals, are responding to the call for U.S. government 
researchers to withdraw all research manuscripts which are 
being considered for publication by external scientific journals 
which contain terms, such as gender, transgender, LGBT (les
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender) and nonbinary so that 
they can be reviewed. This directive follows the removal of 
webpages and public health data from government websites, 
eliminating diversity, equity, and inclusion programs and the 
suspension of National Institutes of Health grant reviews and 
meetings. We believe that these efforts constitute clear exam
ples of censorship of science and thus a political attempt to 
obstruct the discovery of knowledge.

Research into sexuality and gender is vital for identifying 
social, cultural, and medical needs of populations, and addres
sing inequalities across populations. Research on sexuality is 
not new but has a long tradition of enhancing our under
standing of the human condition and addressing medical, 
social, and cultural harms.

Any limiting of research and forcing specific research agen
das is an infringement on academic freedom and integrity. We 
believe that academic research must be free from political doc
trines, and scientists must be able to freely investigate aspects of 
the human condition – including empirical phenomena which 
may be deemed “controversial” by some political leaders. 
Without research which challenges preconceived notions, we 
would not have fundamental knowledge of things like gravity or 
medicine. Without contesting unpopular opinions, we would 
still have racial segregation and criminalize homosexuality.

Removing certain terms from academic papers and limiting 
research into specific topics represents an attempt to ignore or 
erase these populations, and it may have disastrous conse
quences for health and wellbeing. We believe that these 
changes could lead to a regress in the significant milestones 
that have been achieved in recent years, such as the efforts 
toward the eradication of HIV, alongside key information 
needed to treat people in health settings.

While presumably intending to control research on sexuality 
and gender, the removal of these terms will impact all research. 
Many proposed keywords, such as gender, ethnicity, biases, and 
socioeconomic status are integral components in all types of 
research to understand the individual and social differences 
between groups of people. Removal of datasets and comprehen
sive information on specific populations will disproportionately 
negatively impact minoritized individuals, who already experi
ence significantly worse physical and mental health.

As editors of these journals, we maintain our commitment 
to publish and promote research on these topics. Articles that 
have been accepted and are “in press” will be published 

without author changes. Articles that have already been pub
lished in our journals will not be removed. Academic research 
will not be controlled, and we continue to encourage submis
sions on these topics aligned with our aims, values, and mis
sions. We recognize that things are changing at a quick pace 
and as editors will continue to monitor and respond 
appropriately.

Please note: The views and opinions expressed here are those 
of the specific author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of 
Taylor & Francis, Informa, and/or the Society for the Scientific 
Study of Sexuality.

See our up to date editorial policies here: Corrections, 
retractions and updates to published articles, Defining author 
ship in your research paper – Author Services.

Editorial Authors:

Editorial Signatories:

Cynthia Graham 
The Journal of Sex Research 

cygraham@iu.edu   
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7884-599X

Phillip Hammack and Liam Wignall 
Psychology & Sexuality

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2203-858X 
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3456-5777

Peter Aggleton 
Culture, Health & Sexuality/Sex Education

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5966-4969

Feona Attwood, Travis Kong and Roisin Ryan-Flood 
Sexualities

Ella Ben Hagai 
Journal of Lesbian Studies

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0088-9594

Rodrigo Borba, Kira Hall and Mie Hiramoto 
Gender and Language

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4348-1812 
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0456-4730 
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6090-6873

Rachel Calogero 
Sex Roles

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2539-3475

John Elia 
Journal of Homosexuality

THE JOURNAL OF SEX RESEARCH                      
https://doi.org/10.1080/00224499.2025.2474343

© 2025 The Author(s). Published with license by Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.  
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, 
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. The terms on which this article has been published allow the posting of the Accepted Manuscript in 
a repository by the author(s) or with their consent.

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/after-publication/corrections-to-published-articles
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/after-publication/corrections-to-published-articles
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/after-publication/corrections-to-published-articles
http://www.tandfonline.com
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/00224499.2025.2474343&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-03-28


Angel Foster 
Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8848-203X

Paz Galupo 
Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity/ 

Journal of Bisexuality
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7991-9970

Robert Garofalo 
Transgender Health

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9513-9416

Ian Holloway 
Sexuality Research and Social Policy

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7454-8632

Terry Humphreys 
The Canadian Journal of Human Sexuality

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1390-1751

Heiko Motschenbacher 
Journal of Language & Sexuality

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3906-7109

Emma Pitchforth 
Sexual and Reproductive Health Matters

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9055-9331

Emily Prior and DJ Williams 
Journal of Positive Sexuality

Michael Rayment 
International Journal of STD & AIDS
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2434-0101

Damien Riggs 
International Journal of Transgender Health

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0961-9099

Caroline Sabin 
HIV Medicine

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5173-2760

Francisco Sy 
AIDS Education and Prevention

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3059-8299

Markie Twist 
Sexual and Relationship Therapy

James Wadley 
Journal of Black Sexuality and Relationships

Kenneth J. Zucker 
Archives of Sexual Behavior

2 EDITORIAL


